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Number  52.  October,  1991. 


MONEY  MATTERS  (SO  IT  DOES) . 

As  we  report  to  you  in  each  Newsletter,  the  growth  of  our  Society 
continues  at  an  impressive  rate,  and,  as  of  this  writing,  our  North 
American  Chapter  membership  stands  close  to  300.  Concurrently,  our 
expenses  continue  to  rise,  brought  on  mainly  by  the  ever-increasing 
cost  of  doing  business,  and  as  a  result,  your  directors  are  facing  the 
need  to  keep  ISASC  financially  healthy.  To  that  end,  several  steps  to 
help  maintain  our  solvency  have  been  considered,  with  the  most  likely 
being  an  increase  in  dues.  In  case  you  hadn't  thought  about  it,  it's 
been  a  number  of  years  since  our  dues  last  were  increased,  and,  quite 
candidly,  there's  really  no  alternative  but  to  raise  them  in  1992  if 
we're  to  stay  dollar-sound.  It's  never  easy  to  take  such  a  step,  but 
we're  sure  each  of  you  has  felt  the  impact  of  inflation  and  realizes 
that  our  Society  is  not  immune  to  it.  For  1992,  therefore,  you'll  be 
receiving  a  dues  invoice  for  $50  from  Jan  Macho,  our  treasurer,  and  we 
ask  for  your  understanding  and  prompt  payment.  Thank  you  for  both. 

SUNNY  SAN  DIEGO  SOJOURN  SOON. 

Forgive  the  alliterative  play  on  words,  but  it's  all  too  true.  Next 
April  30  to  May  3  are  the  dates  for  our  14th  Convention,  and  Dale 
Goldman  and  Deuell  Wall,  our  busy  co-chairpersons,  tell  us  that  plans 
are  coming  together  nicely  and  that  the  event  should  be  both  a  solar 
and  lunar  smash. 
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The  weatherman  absolutely  guarantees  plenty  of  sun,  and  all  else  in 
the  way  of  daytime/nighttime  good  times  that  mortals  can  deliver  will 
be  waiting  for  you.  In  early  January,  you'll  receive  your  registra¬ 
tion  packet;  meanwhile,  read  through  the  enclosed  brochure  on  the 
Pan  Pacific,  our  headquarters  hotel,  and  make  your  first  New  Year's 
resolution  to  be  with  us  in  San  Diego.  You'll  be  glad  you  did! 

POSTSCRIPT  FROM  "DOWN  UNDER." 

A  few  days  ago,  we  heard  from  Eileen  and  Ray  Park,  long-time  members 
from  Western  Australia,  telling  us  that  their  tickets  are  in  hand  and 
that  they'll  definitely  be  with  us  in  San  Diego  for  our  '92  conven¬ 
tion.  Moreover,  their  itinerary  has  them  spending  most  of  April  in 
Chicago,  visiting  their  newly-married  son  and  getting  together  with 
Chicago-area  collectors,  including  the  Steins.  We're  not  sure  if  the 
play  on  words  is  appropriate,  but  we're  looking  forward  to  welcoming 
Eileen  and  Ray  to  "Up  Over,"  in  this  instance,  the  U.S. 

DIRECTORY  DIRECTIONS. 

With  this  Newsletter  is  the  second  supplement  to  our  1991  membership 
directory,  to  be  inserted  in  your  directory  binder.  While  you're 
doing  so,  check  your  listing,  and  if  it  needs  updating  in  any  respect 
for  1992,  make  the  changes  you'd  like  in  the  listing  form  enclosed 
with  your  dues  invoice,  and  return  it  with  your  dues.  It's  an  easy 
way  to  keep  your  listing  current,  BUT  REMEMBER,  only  use  it  if  you 
have  changes  to  make.  Otherwise,  there's  no  need  to  fill  it  out. 

HIGH-TECH  TIME  AHEAD. 

ISASC  now  owns  its  own  computer,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  our 
members  in  North  America  and  abroad.  The  enclosed  issue  of  EQM 
represents  editor  Diana  Crawforth-Hitchins '  first  computer  endeavor, 
and  our  critical  appraisal  leaves  us  quite  pleased  with  the  results. 
Diana  writes  to  tell  us  that  this  particular  EQM  was  a  "learning 
experience,"  and  that  she's  regularly  discovering  new  computer 
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capabilities.  She  asks  that  material  sent  her  for  EQM  by  members  who 
use  a  word  processor  be  produced  on  a  floppy  disc  that's  IBM  com¬ 
patible  (3.5"  or  5.25").  Diana's  word  processor  is  Words  for  Wisdom, 
and  if  she's  given  the  name  of  the  processor  used  for  the  material 
sent  her,  conversion  is  most  feasible.  And,  she  adds,  all  discs  sent 
her  will  definitely  be  returned. 


ELECTION  TIME  IS  UPON  US. 

In  the  last  Newsletter,  we  told  you  that  the  time  has  come  to  elect 
directors  for  the  three-year  period  of  1992-1994.  The  nominating 
committee  has  duly  met,  submitted  its  slate  of  candidates  to  the 
membership,  received  no  proposed  alternate  candidates,  and  conse¬ 
quently  is  providing  each  member  with  a  ballot,  enclosed  with  this 
Newsletter.  Please  note  that  the  original  list  of  nominees  has  been 
changed  to  include  Serge  Camilleri  in  place  of  Jan  Wage.  Jan,  who 
has  served  ISASC  well  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  European  director,  is 
obliged  to  step  down  because  of  other  pressing  commitments,  and  we'd 
like  to  take  this  occasion  to  thank  him  for  his  unstinting  and  valued 
services.  His  replacement,  who  hails  from  Geneva,  Switzerland,  is  a 
longtime  devoted  member  of  ISASC  and  was  recommended  by  Diana 
Crawforth-Hitchins  to  the  nominating  committee,  which,  in  turn,  gave 
him  their  unanimous  and  enthusiastic  endorsement.  Please  fill  out 
your  ballot  (no  signature  is  necessary) ,  and  mail  it  promptly  in  the 

envelope  provided.  Thank  you. 

NUPTIAL  BELLS  FOR  TWO  OF  OUR  OWN. 

It  was  bound  to  happen  sooner  or  later,  and  now  it's  the  first  such 
member  "happening."  Many  of  us  have  come  to  know  Jan  Miller,  a  comely 
member  from  Vermont  and  one  seriously  into  scales.  Jan  came  to  our 
Chicago  get-together  last  May,  and  at  the  Stein  dinner  party  met  Bill 
Berning,  a  new  member  also  seriously  into  scales  (700,  no  less,  all 
coin-operated!).  Whether  it  was  the  moon,  the  mood,  or  a  favorable 
metrology  sign,  Jan  and  Bill  struck  a  romantic  balance  that  weekend, 
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followed  by  a  summer  of  courtship.  The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  about  to 
be  history.  The  two  became  engaged  in  early  fall  and  wedding  bells 
are  scheduled  to  ring  out  on  November  2nd  in  suburban  Chicago,  where 
Jan,  her  three  youngsters,  and  Bill  will  make  their  future  home.  And 
yes,  from  what  they  tell  us,  they  intend  to  include  the  San  Diego 
convention  in  their  honeymoon  plans. 


PENNIES  BY  THE  MILLIONS. 

A  most  engrossing  article  titled  "Profits  from  Pennies"  that  appeared 
in  the  November  1,  1930 .  issue  of  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  was  given 
to  us  by  member  Bill  Berning,  and  a  reprint  of  it  is  enclosed.  The 
article  tells  a  fascinating  story  of  enterprising  men  in  the  coin- 
operated  scale  business  who  built  an  industry  that  in  its  heydey 
collected  as  much  as  five  tons  of  pennies  daily  and  who  became  multi¬ 
millionaires  along  the  way. 

And  quite  by  coincidence  but  most  apropos,  member  Alfred  Moore  of 
Omaha  sent  us  a  postcard  which  carried  as  its  message  his  short  but 
entertaining  history  of  the  Lincoln  Cent.  Here  it  is,  worth  reading 
at  the  moment,  and  after  you've  finished  the  Post  article,  well  worth 
re-reading. 


THE  LINCOLN  CENT 
1909-1958 

The  Lincoln  Cent,  designed  by  Victor  D.  Brenner,  was  first  issued  In  1909  to 
orate  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  This  coin,  the  m< DSt  common 
piece  of  United  States  currency,  was  struck  for  a  period  of  60  years,  from  1909  to  1908, 
without  a  major  change  in  design. 

The  Lincoln  Cent  is  made  of  a  composition  of  95  per  cent  copper.  5  per  cent  tin  and 
zinc,  with  one  exception;  during  the  critical  war  year,  1943.  zinc-coated  steel  was  used. 
A  Lincoln  Cent  is  approximately  1/16  inch  in  thickness,  &  inch  in  diameter,  and  weighs 
48  grains. 

Using  Yeoman’s  ’’Guidebook  of  United  States  Coins.”  13th  Edition  for  the  total  number 
struck  each  year,  exclusive  of  proofs;  there  was  a  grand  total  of  25,753,786,796  cents  minted 
during  the  above-mentioned  period. 

During  these  days  of  high  government  finance,  balancing  the  budget.  etc., 
figures  are  not  uncommon  and  the  ordinary  man  is  little  impressed.  Only  by 
with  some  smaller  better-known  dimensions,  will  the  magnitude  of  such  a  monstrous  quan¬ 
tity  of  coins  be  brought  into  the  comprehension  of  the  common  man. 

If  it  were  possible  to  assemble  this  number  of  coins  in  a  single  vertical column .  they 
would  form  a  stack  25,040.22  miles  high  or  a  19  foot  square  column  as  high  as  the  Empire 
State  Building  entirely  filled  with  cents. 

Lay  them  end  to  end  and  they  would  reach  303.850.7  miles,  or  *°ur  times  a™u{j!L*h? 
earth  at  the  equator  and  then  up  to  the  moon.  They  would  cover  2.304  acres  or  pave  a 
highway  20  feet  wide  for  950.4  miles. 

These  coins  would  weigh  88,298.7  tons  or  as  much  as  the  Queen  Mary  and  two  of  our 
new  Nautilus  type  submarines.  It  would  take  4,415  of  the  largest  trucks  permitted  upon 
the  highways,  to  move  these  cents. 

If  a  collector  were  to  inspect  100  rolls  (5.000  coins)  every  day,  It  would  take  14.111  years 
and  eight  months,  not  counting  leap  years,  to  see  every  one  of  them. 

ALFRED  B  MOORE 


(5) 


ANOTHER  AUCTION  ON  ITS  WAY. 

A  few  months  ago,  member  William  Riewoldt  of  Canon  City,  Colorado, 
passed  away,  and  his  widow,  through  a  friend,  inquired  of  us  if  any 
ISASC  members  might  be  interested  in  buying  her  late  husband's 
collection  of  500  scales.  We  suggested  she  make  a  mailing  to  our 
entire  membership,  or,  optionally,  contact  several  member/dealers  who 
might  be  interested.  However,  nothing  came  of  these  suggestions  until 
several  weeks  before  the  widow  had  scheduled  a  local  auction,  when 
member  Ted  Stein  flew  to  Canon  City,  inspected  the  scales,  and  bought 
the  entire  collection  outright.  Presently,  they're  reposing  in  a 
Southern  California  warehouse,  and  sometime  this  coming  January  or 
February,  Ted  will  be  holding  an  auction  comprising  a  diverse 
collection  of  American  scales,  similar  in  major  respects  to  the 
Heilman  collection  auctioned  this  past  June  in  Corona,  California.  A 
descriptive  brochure  will  announce  the  event  and  will  be  mailed  to  our 
entire  membership,  so  keep  your  eye  on  your  mailbox. 


BOOK-BUYING  BARGAINS. 

Dr.  G.M.M.  Houben  of  Holland,  a  longtime  ISASC  member  and  well-known 
author,  has  made  available  to  our  members  at  a  special  price  his  seven 
monographs  on  weights,  scales  and  measures.  The  list  follows,  with 
the  special  prices  shown.  Payment  is  requested  in  U.S.  currency  (to 
avoid  bank  charges),  and  you  may  deduct  $3.00  for  each  book  more  than 
one.  Shipping  is  by  seamail.  Orders  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  G.M.M. 
Houben,  Hugo  de  Vrieslaan  12,  8024  BM  Zwolle,  The  Netherlands 


(phone  038-538633) . 

1.  Coin  Weights  for  English  Coins,  1978.  $  5.00 

2.  2000  Jaar  Gewichten  in  de  Nederlanden,  1980  30.00 

(together  with  Dr.  D.A.  Wittop  Koning) . 

3.  Muntgewichten  voor  Munten  van  de  Nederlanden,  1981.  17.00 

4.  The  Weighing  of  Money,  1982.  17.00 

5.  2000  Years  of  Nested  Cup-weights,  1984.  18.00 

6.  Nederlandse  Metrieke  Inhoudsmaten,  1988.  20.00 

7.  5000  Years  of  Weights,  1990.  25.00 
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MISCELLANY. 

**  Our  perennial  thanks  to  member  Peter  DiCristofaro,  who  again  this 
year  sent  us  $300  to  cover  his  dues,  his  computer  assessment,  and 
then  some! 

**  Talk  about  a  budding  interest  in  scales  by  a  beginning  collector! 
New  member  Harvey  Kotler  of  Toronto  heard  of  ISASC  one  day,  joined 
the  next,  and  even  before  he  hung  his  membership  certificate  on 
the  wall,  bought  absolutely  everything  in  our  library,  including 
every  back  issue  of  EQM.  That's  what  we  call  a  zeal  for  learning! 

**  Our  favorite  octogenarian,  (Dr.  E.)  Fritz  Schmerl,  writes  to  say 
"hello"  and  to  tell  us  he's  still  busy  as  ever,  mainly  writing. 
Fritz  has  a  number  of  scientific  books  to  his  credit,  and  sent  us 
a  flyer  describing  the  newly-expanded  edition  of  The  Challenge  of 
Life,  or,  as  the  subtitle  puts  it,  "A  Guide  to  Growing  Older  in 
Health  and  Happiness."  Those  of  us  privileged  to  know  Fritz 
readily  perceive  that  he  most  certainly  practices  what  he 
preaches.  In  his  own  words,  he's  a  nonagenarian  who  enjoys  the 
"late  phase  of  human  life."  Now  there's  a  philosophy  for  all  of 
us  to  live  by. 

**  Member  Lew  Weiss  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  Antiques  column  in  the 
August  11th  edition  of  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  in  which  a 
reader  posed  a  question  about  a  particular  100-year  old  scale. 

The  columnist  passed  the  query  on  to  Lew,  who  answered  it  authori¬ 
tatively  and  then  proceeded  to  get  in  a  plug  for  ISASC.  Lew  beats 
our  publicity  drum  better  than  anyone  we  know. 


AND  SO. . . 

another  President's  Newsletter  comes  to  a  close.  We'll  be  writing  you 
again  in  January,  and  in  the  meantime  have  a  warm  (or  cool)  winter, 
depending  on  your  preference,  and  a  most  enjoyable  Holiday  Season. 


Fraternally, 


